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COMMON PATHWAYS *
By Reverend Linda Simmons
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We hear a lot about identity these days in the media: Who the Democrats are and

are not, who immigrants, Muslims, liberals and conservatives and Republicans and
middle class Americans and nationalists and the tea party are and all of the labels .
being made up anew each day on al/l sides 1o upil Tt ana sl u

identity battleground.
| have taken on the study of identity in this milieu. It is a wormhole. | am reading Wh L b : { !
books that tell me that there are false selves and only one true self and that this true I

_ ; _ S MaAaYnp ! ®¢
self is the source of all consciousness; books that remind that it is only through mu- I .
tual flourishing, not domination, that we can go on; books that look at the processes 9+9w . { I b .
we use to construct others as victims so we can abuse and disregard them without L b
guilt; books that advocate a golden rule that allows the other room to be other and
focuses on building a just society rather than on finding common ground. | 9 b 5wL - | |
Here is what | have come to so far: the stories we tell about who we are and how we ¢ KS O NHzilK |
got here and where we might go from here allow us certain ways forward both as a A302N»Sa kK&F
people and a nation and refuse us others. 58 ENB
Consider the story of genesis. If God had not punished Adam and Eve for wanting ¢KZ2Yla Ay 3
knowledge, banning them from joy and ease, but welcomed their enthusiasm and
thirst for life and opened the gates of Eden into a world in which they were not domi- 5 N -
nators but co -creators with all of the rest of life, into a life in which they were wel- { dzy RI & % I NI
comed as shameless and beautiful, how different would our story as a nation be to- (o'} uz NRA S a Ig YR 1
day? wS@od [ AYRI {7
What if this god knew itself as partial, limited, and interdependent with its creation? { dZ)f RI &> I ND
Might we be more able to sit together and imagine a way forward as co  -creators, as f H2NKSE P & o
brothers, as sisters, as those who share in this reality and are responsible for its fu- GL u &
ture and ourselves? wS@de [ AYRI { 7
Here is another kind of story from  Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Widsom, Scien- { dzy R & z_ al ANIV)
tific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer. There are [ | e [ SR { SNJI
two plants, the aster and the goldenrod. They grow side by side. The aster is royal
purple, the goldenrod golden yellow. These two flowers populate field after field to- { dzy RIex al ND
gether and dazzle the eye. & G2 NR Sa 1
Kimmerer writes that one of the reasons these two colors are so striking together is wSs@® [ AYR {7

because they are complimentary colors; they are opposite on the color wheel, and
such pigments put beside one another have an energetic reciprocity for our eyes.
They leave a color afterimage so that we see them even after we turn away.

This of course does not matter to the asters or the goldenrod, except bees see these wSf ATA2dza | 9EL
two colors in similar ways that we do. Their contrast in a meadow makes them bee FT2NJ / KAf RNE )/
(continued on next page) { dzy R I €
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March 2017 : .
arch 20 magnets, and so they are pollinated more rapidly
The Board of Trustees met IK when they grow together than apart.
. . . c 38
February 21. The major actions were as follows: They grow together because it is beautiful and beauty
T We welcomed new members, Michelle Whelan and creates more beauty. It is science and spirit. It is mu-
Peter Richards. Peter will serve as clerk. tual flourishing rather then mutual domination.
1 Christine Sanford read a poem by Nancy Adam
entitled oFebruaryo and W¢stories, the way we tell them, allow us new stories,
UU Principle (Acceptance of one another and en- generate or divide and give room for or deny the lives
gou)ragement to spiritual growth in our congrega- that might occupy them.
ion).
T The Board decided that ol Howcanwe liveinto this story that we are in now in
the Plateé recipients willwaysthatallowusmore room to care for each other?
Food Pantry. Generally, a Share the Plate collec- What stories do you want to tell now my friends and
tion is done four times a year. o how will we tell them?
1 Lora Stewart reported about the recent immigra-
tion meeting at St. MarypP<. A106AcA0 EO A0i1 i& Aiiiil DAGExAUOR Of I A ETT xI
present to make sure our immigrant population (1 60A AOET GO 00 O1 GAOEAOh OOAOGAIEIC 1 0AO TAIU DPAOI
know their rights regarding ICE. There is grow- xEOE AAAE T OEAO AOAT xEAT OEA xAUO AOA O £AJ El EAO
ing fear after reports of deportations from Nan-
tucket.
1 A committee is working on the noise issue in the MarCh Ca/endar OfEVE.'nl‘S
parsonage, particularly emanating from the NHA A
l'ibraryés HVAC system. Wednesday, March 1, 3 pm fi 5 pm
1 The UU congregation in Barnstable would like to Meeting On Immlgrgt|on (a task force of Indivisible
travel to Nantucket for a joint fundraiser in early Nantucket) - Hendrix Hall
May. We are seeking more information at this h
time. Sunday, March 5, 12:15 pm fi 1:15 pm
f  We decided to have a get together with the South Indivisible Nantucket A Hendrix Hall
Church Preservation Board after our regular ) .
meeting on May 16 to discuss common concerns. Monday, March 6, 3:15pm A S5Spm
By then, repairs will have occurred on the cracks Shirat Ha 0Yam AHetbitiesRoonsc h oo |
which appeared after the new light fixtures were ) -
installed in the main sanctuary. Thursday, March 9, 6:30 pm fi 7:30 pm
f We began a discussion concerning how we can Make It Stop Meeting i Activities Room
best assist our o0at ri sklo . e
tions were to serve as olhFrday, March10,5pm fi 6:30 pm
areas as supermarkets and shields, and to open ACK -spress (Junior Youth Group) - Activities Room
our meeting house as a sanctuary for those in
need. Sunday, March 12, 12:15 p.m.
The Board will have its spring retreat on Satur- Rev. Linda and Gary presentation i Hendrix Hall
day, March 18 from 9 -4 in the Activities Room.
Monday, March 13, 3:15 pm i 5 pm
Val Hall Shirat Ha 0Yam fiHetitieeRoonsc h o o |
President Board of Trustees ) .
scalloplady@gmail.com Friday, March 17, 6 pm fi 8 pm _
St . Patr i ck GisActiliteyRo®@M nner
Monday, March 20, 3:15 pm fi 5 pm
W2AYy dza F2N) GKS ysSErat WS Sevy @ rgifiesRoons c hoo |
L y RAODAAAOTL S b:rihayy;latdh dZ@mclﬁ &Bd.bm
{ dZ)f I‘:'z F &3 al NI") K %K—spress (Junior Youth Group) - Activities Room
MHY Mpt MNMY®&PAY & > S V' R Ndbnday, March 21, 315 pm fi 5 pm
Shirat Ha 0Yam fiHetitiee Roons c h o o |
Ly RA mgxggs bt }/uﬁd '1¢§g A& b 3NEdI %¥ 02 yOSNYSR OAsl Sya YSSey3 (2 RrAaOdaa K2s (2 NB
YEAY FOo@Sté Ay@2t @SR Ay 2dNI RSY2ONI 20 I ol SyakaLld ttSKas
22Ay dza a 68 tSHENY K2g (G2 AyONBLEas ﬂ{“@@fewwl‘gf&;ﬁ%‘ ﬁgl?pgrgzm OABAO Sy3alasyYsyi

Food Rescue Meetmgn Activities Room



Fundraiser:

Walking /n the Footsteps
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

On Srl:ngay’ Friday, March 17, 2017
p March 12 at 6:00PM
- 12:15 p.m. join
Rev. Linda and At the Meeting House. BYOB!
Boiled Dinner: Corned Beef and Cabbage, and other Irish specialties.
Ga.ry as they of- Adults $20, Children pay their age; to benefit the congregation.

Sign up or e-mail Lora@PLPDD.com, please!

fer a power
point presenta-

tion of their re- YOU ARE

cent trip to the

US/Mexican INVITED

border with the Tucscon Samari-
tans.

to a special coffee hour on

MEETING ON
IMMIGRATION Sunday, March 26
(a task force of in honor of
INDIVISIBLE NANTUCKET) Jack Weinhol
Please join Rev. Linda and Tom Birthday
Ryan from St. Maryos for a meeting
on Immigration, a task force of Join us for a quiche lunch, a
Indivisible Nantucket , on bite of birthday cake, and
Wednesday, March 1, from some bubbly, to celebrate

3 pm 9 5 pm in Hendrix Hall. Jack and the 30+ years he
has been working with and
for our Meeting House
congregation.

In the Activities Room
immediately following the
service.

See you there!
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