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COMMON PATHWAYS * 

By Reverend Linda Simmons 

Situated Understanding 
I have learned so much teaching the World Religion class these last seven weeks. I 
should really say facilitating as we have all taught each other so much. Each week 
we read a different chapter of A History of God, a 4,000 Year Quest of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam by Karen Armstrong. 

 

The chapter on Islam was one of the most challenging for us, not because it was diffi-
cult but because our assumptions about what constitutes religious freedom and 
women’s liberation made our ability to be present with our studies difficult. 

 

One of the first things to come up during our talk on Islam was the oppression of 

women. The burka and hijab are seen as garments of male patriarchy and owner-
ship. With further research and study, we found that Muhammad, the founder of 
Islam and its prophet, encouraged women to play active roles in political community 
and that the Qur’an gave women rights of inheritance and divorce in the 7th century. 
Western women had nothing comparable until the eighteenth century.  We also 
learned listening to an interview https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1QfgDkFR5E 

with Reza Aslan, an Islamic author and scholar, that in the predominately Muslim 
countries of Turkey, Bangladesh and Indonesia women have rights equal to men and 

are represented in government and in Turkey, are heads of state.  

 

Before we made statements about liberation or peace and attached them to a reli-
gion, we learned to pause and consider that one cannot say that the Qur’an (or the 
bible for that matter) is a book of peace or violence, only that there are people of 

peace and violence. One cannot say that Islam oppresses women, only that there are 
Islamic and quite a number of other countries, religions and cultures that support 
laws and/or practices that oppress women. One cannot say anything about Islam, 
Christianity, Judaism or any other religion without situating these statements in a 
time, place and a people.  

 

We learned, not that truth is relative, but that truth is situational and that our situ-
ation as white Americans leads us to accept some things easier than others as true. 

 

I found a cartoon on line while doing research on Islam. It has 2 pictures, one on 

each side of a divide. Both are of women looking at each other with side-long glances 
with judgments in bubbles above their heads. One women is in a bikini with wide, 
dark sunglasses. The other is in a burka. The woman in the bikini is saying: Every-
thing covered but her eyes, what a cruel, male-dominated culture!  The woman in the 
burka is saying: Nothing covered but her eyes, what a cruel, male-dominated cul-
ture! 

 
May our situated understanding as Unitarian Universalists—at this time, on this 
island—offer us the courage to learn beyond our assumptions and so reach through 

our limitations into the great richness and beauty of life’s many expressions.  
 
*Nantucket is full of common pathways, some known by many, others known only by a few. Our Meeting House brings us together, traveling over many path-

ways, some common, some not, as we learn to walk with each other even when the ways are unfamiliar and unmarked.  

JOIN US AT 10:45 A.M. 
EVERY SUNDAY 

 
Sunday, May 1 
“The Grace of 

Beltane” 
Rev. Linda Simmons 

Hendrix Hall 
 

Sunday, May 8 
“Mothers and 
 Witnessing ” 

Rev. Linda Simmons 
Hendrix Hall 

 
Sunday, May 15 
Lay Led Service 

Hendrix Hall 
 

Sunday, May 22 
“Spiritual Journeys 

and Covenants “ 
Rev. Linda Simmons 

Hendrix Hall 
 

Sunday, May 29 
“Remembering  

Memorial Days at the 
UU Meeting House “ 
Rev. Linda Simmons 
Historic Sanctuary 

 
Families Welcome! 
Religious Education 
for Children Every 

Sunday 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1QfgDkFR5E


 

BOARD OF TRUSTEE’S MONTHLY REPORT  
by Jan Ellsworth, Board of Trustees President 
 

The Board of Trustees met on April 19, 2016. The 

April agenda included: 
 
1. Rev. Linda’s monthly reports, She is working with 

one of our young parishioners to develop and im-
plement a junior youth group (ages 8-12).  

2. The Board began an ongoing reading of Vision, 
Mission, and Covenant: Creating a Future To-
gether, developed by UUA. This month we dis-
cussed the historical content of these concepts. 
Our goal is to learn what we need to possibly de-
velop and/or update these documents for our con-

gregation.   
3. Paul Stewart presented the January – March 

treasurer’s report. We continue to show a bal-
anced budget. Paul and the Board discussed open 
positions on the finance committee, development 
of a pledge committee that would meet year round 

and a task force to look at our liability insurance.  
4. Christine Sanford presented an update on the 

progress of the AR/kitchen renovations. Next 
steps are completion of the lighting upgrade 
(recessed lighting with dimmers are planned), 
followed by painting the AR in the fall.  

5. Jack Weinhold presented a discussion on the 4th 
of July Declaration of Independence reading. 
There are concerns that not all voices are heard. 
Jack is also hoping to find a new volunteer to 
head this annual tradition after this year.  

6. On April 17th, our quarterly Share the Plate dona-
tion was made to Meals on Wheels in honor of 
David Glidden as requested by his family in lieu 
of flowers. The Board will take suggestions for 
local non-profits that will benefit from our sup-
port.  

7. With regret the Board accepted the resignation of 
Joy Margolis from the Board. The opening on the 
Board was referred to the nominating committee 
– Susan Richards, Christine Sanford and David 
Hall. We are hoping to have a replacement by the 
May meeting. We thank Joy for her participation 

and will miss her greatly. 
8. The Board held its spring retreat on April 9th. Af-

ter listening to a Podcast by Doug Zelinski (from 

2011 GA), we discussed and began to develop 
Board objectives for 2016/2017 based on the seven 
principles or sources. There will be more infor-

mation to come on this.  
 

Have a wonderful 

Daffodil weekend.  

  

I can be reached at 

ellsjan@verizon.net. 

 

MAY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Thursday, May 5, 5:30 pm—6:30pm 

Beginners’ Meditation—Parsonage, 10 Fair St. 

 

Thursday, May 5, 6:30 pm—8 pm 

Drumming—Activities Room 

 

Thursday, May 12, 6:30 pm—8:00 pm 

Drumming—Activities Room 

 

Saturday, May 14, 9:00 am—2:30 pm 

Nantucket Behavioral Task Force Family 
Awareness Workshop on Addiction—Hendrix 
Hall and Activities Room 

 

Sunday, May 15, 1:00 pm—5:00 pm 

Nantucket Behavioral Task Force Family 
Awareness Workshop on Addiction—Hendrix 
Hall and Activities Room 

 

Thursday, May 19, 6:30 pm—8:00pm 

Drumming—Activities Room 

 

Saturday, May 21, 2:00 pm—3:00 pm 

Debby Merritt Memorial Service—Sanctuary 

 

Wednesday, May 25, Time TBA 

Field Trip to Ascentria in Worcester to deliver 
items donated to the Syrian Refugees 

 

Thursday, May 26, 6:30 pm—8:00 pm 

Drumming—Activities Room 

 

Sunday, May 29, 2:00 pm—3:30 pm 

Kirtan Chanting—Activities Room 

 

Come Join Us at The Meeting House! 

Items continue to be collected 
for Syrian Refugee families 
that we will be delivering to 

Worcester on our field trip on 
May 25. Please bring dona-
tions to the Meeting House 

Monday through Friday, 

9 a.m.—12 p.m. or on 

Sundays during service.  

mailto:ellsjan@verizon.net


7th Principle Project/Green Sanctuary 
by Gary Langley 
 

   Thanks to Jack Weinhold for printing the 

Food Rescue banner 

complete with a 

fetching logo and 

other materials for 

the first annual 

Spring Fest. We will 

now have them at 

the ready for other 

public presence op-

portunities.  

 

   The Food Rescue project is off and running. 

We are still in the pilot program stage insur-

ing that we have a smooth running procedure 

before expanding the project. We have made 7 

food pick-ups from the Corner Table Culinary 

Center in the last few weeks with deliveries 

to the Food Pantry, the Police and Fire Sta-

tion (in thanks for their efforts regarding Da-

vid Glidden) and Sherburne Commons. 

 

   The third year of our Community Garden 

effort has begun with digging in the beautiful, 

rich, soft, sun backed soil - always such a for-

ward and hopeful exercise. We look forward 

to another connective and successful growing 

season with 50% of the proceeds going to the 

Food Pantry. 

 

   Our field trip to Ascentria in Worcester on 

May 25th to deliver our donated goods for 

Syrian refuge families and visit with our Lu-

theran brothers and sisters and learn more 

about the projects they are engaged in at As-

centria is shaping up nicely as we have re-

ceived a multitude of needed items. We’ll be 

meeting some folks from the UU Fellowship 

in Falmouth, MA there too who have also 

been collecting some items for refugees.  

 

   There is still plenty of time to donate and 

seats available in the cars going to Worcester 

on the 25th if you would like to join us. Thank 

you all for your generosity.  
 

Food Rescue Table during Sunday Coffee Hour 

7th Principle Project also staffed a Food Rescue 

Nantucket table at the Nantucket Eco Group 

Springfest on Saturday, April 23. Thanks to all 

the volunteers who made this event a success!  

During one of our last classes on World Religion, the 

question was asked of those around the table: If you 

had to choose two of the best qualities of god and hu-

man, what would they be? These words are what we 

came up with. The word size reflects the number of 

times the word was mentioned.  

Debby Merritt 

Memorial  

Service 

Saturday,  

May 21 

2:00 p.m.— 

3:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary 
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Church Staff 

Rev. Linda Simmons, Minister ~ Edward B. Anderson, Minister Emeritus 
Diane T. Lehman, Music Director ~ Lucretia Voigt, Office Manager ~ Jen Dunbar, Lead RE Teacher 

Ed Sullivan, Sexton ~ Chuck Gieg, Bookkeeper 
 

Board of Trustees 
Jan Ellsworth (President), Val Hall (Vice President), Paul Stewart (Treasurer), Steve Estabrooks (Clerk) 

Cynthia Csabay, Joanna Greenfield, Clay Twombly, Lora Stewart 
 

Church Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - noon 
Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday, 10 a.m.– noon and by appointment 

Sermons for May 
May 1: “The Grace of Beltane” - Rev. Linda Simmons 
This weekend is the celebration of the ancient holiday of Beltane, which is about new beginnings, fer-
tility, letting go of the old and making room for that which is yet unknown in and around us. It sounds 
so wonderful, but how do we make room to do this? How does one let go of winter’s burdens and create 
room for the lightness of the not yet known? This sermon will explore the sacrament of starting where 
we are and making room for what arises with grace and patience.  

May 8: “Mothers and Witnessing” - Rev. Linda Simmons 
In the study of ancient Greek at divinity school, I learned that the word martyr means witness. In this 
sermon, I will explore the role of witnesses and motherhood in history and offer that witnessing can be 
a powerful act of reconstituting the world.  

May 15: Lay Led Service 
May 22: “Spiritual Journeys and Covenants” - Rev. Linda Simmons 
Join us as Alison Van Fleet Levine gives her spiritual journey, others make commitments to member-
ship, and we explore what makes covenant sacred to us as a liberal faith. Please join us after service 
for A Taste of Iran, a sampling of Persian tea and sweets, and a slide show and presentation from Mar-
tey Rhine, a recent traveler to Iran which includes: History—Persian Empire and Islamic Revolution; 
Art and Literature—carpets, miniatures, and poetry; Mosques—architecture and stunning tile work; 
Iranian people, culture and food.  

May 29:  “Remembering Memorial Days at the UU Meeting House” - Rev. Linda Simmons 
Join us for our first service upstairs in our beautiful sanctuary. We will reflect on Memorial Day ser-
vices given here in the past as well as remember those from our island who fought in the Civil War, the 
war from which Memorial Day came while asking the question: How does the way we remember those 
who gave their lives in war change us?  

 
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 
~ The inherent worth and dignity of every person. 
~ Justice, equity and compassion in human relations. 
~ Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations. 
~ A free and responsible search for truth and meaning.  
~ The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large.  
~ The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all.  
~ Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.  


