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7th Principle Project 

The UU 7th principle states: Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a 

part. 

In 2014 our Unitarian Universalist Meeting House congregation voted on a number of possible 

social justice projects that were presented. It was decided that the top three vote getters would be 

incorporated under the umbrella organization, ‘The 7th Principle Project’. The following reports 

outline the activity in those areas during this past year. 

Food Rescue Nantucket (FRN) 

2019 saw a significant departure in our food deliveries. Previously, most of our collections were 

given to the 

Nantucket Food 

Pantry. The food 

pantry is now 

getting a larger 

quantity of food 

from the Boston 

Food Bank and 

consequently, we 

had to create new 

distribution points. 

FRN is now picking 

up 3 times/week 

from Bartlett’s 

Farm, two of which 

are given to Faro de 

Luz and the other to 

the Maria Mitchell 

interns in the 

summer and to the 

Coast Guard the rest 

of the year. 

Additionally, we are 

picking up from 

Something Natural 

on the same 

schedule as 

Bartlett’s and 

including it in the 

deliveries mentioned 

above.  

We now have 

an in-town 

collection bin for 

renters at Atlantic 

East Real Estate to 

complement the one in Wauwinet and the one in Madaket. 
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Zaazey Olive Oil, a new business of the Qureshi family, is donating 25% of their Nantucket sales 

to FRN and also gave us 25 bottles to sell…and we keep the entire sale. To date, we have collected 

$1,100 for the church. 

FRN is 

providing 

some of the 

food for Rev. 

Linda’s new 

initiative, the 

Monday night 

dinners. And 

finally, the 

solar power for 

the walk-in 

cooler is now 

operational. 

New 

volunteers and 

ideas to grow 

FRN are 

always 

welcome, 

please contact 

Gary Langley. 

 

Immigration and Clothing Drive 

The Immigration Resource Center (IRC) under the auspices of the 7th Principle Project, 
opened officially the first Monday of June 2017 and has been open the first Monday of every 
month from 5:30-7:00pm. We continue to serve island immigrants; supporting them with legal 
advice through our pro-bono lawyer, offering referrals, building bridges and leading rallies 
and conversations to show our support as allies. 

Make It Stop also runs under the auspices of the 7th Principle Project, with the mission: 
Working to reduce gun violence through common sense legislation and committed action. 
Make It Stop held a symposium on September 16th at the Atheneum called, “Finding 
Common Ground: Reducing Gun Violence in American Culture.” Representatives Marjorie 
Decker and Dylan Fernandes, State Senator Julian Cry, Mom’s Demand Action and John 
Carl McGrady were part of a provocative and thoughtful panel. Make it Stop also hosted two 
vigils at the UU Meeting House after mass shootings and one to honor the 7th anniversary of 
the Newtown shootings. 

The 7th Principle Project also took the lead on a clothing and food drive for the Coast Guard 
at the UU Meeting House when they were not receiving wages. Much of the town came out to 
donate food and money on this cold and rainy night.  

                         Gary Langley, Director Food Rescue Nantucket. 
                Rev. Linda Simmons, Immigration and Clothing Drive  
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2020 Pledge Campaign Report 
 

Toward the end of each year we run a Pledge Campaign in support of the following year’s programs. 

Toward the end of 2019 we started the 2020 Pledge Campaign, which is still ongoing. 

 

The general theme was Covenant Renewal, 

with tag lines of We’re On Fire!,  
and Help Feed the Fire! 

 

The current status is as shown to the right. ➔ 

We continue to receive generous pledges and anticipate 

making our 2020 pledge income goal as the year 

progresses. 

 

In addition, several other generous pledges have been 

received toward specific purposes (such ‘directed’ pledges 

are most welcome accompanying or after an unrestricted 

pledge ‘to keep the lights on’). 

 

The Pledge Committee wishes to express appreciation to 

everyone who contributes to keep our congregation vital 

and growing, both pledgers and those who give other gifts 

of their time and treasure. 

 

Thanks to your support, we are anticipating a strong 2020. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
  

First pledges received are on the bottom of the stack.

As of 1/22/2020

we've received 54 pledges

for a total of $80,461.

Every pledge helps!

Of those that have pledged so far for 2020, 

their pledges are up an average of 8% over 

their 2019 pledges.
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Combined Finance Committee and Treasurer’s 2019 Annual Report 
 

2019 was another good year for our Society’s finances. People pledged and gave generously, and, 

along with other income, we were able to meet the budgeted expenses of operating our Society without 

spending the principal of our Reserves. 

 

Accompanying this annual report are the detailed end-of-2019 financial reports of the church (q.v.) 

 
 

The Finance Committee meets approximately quarterly to review results and plan the next year’s 

budget. All are welcome to attend. 

 

Thanks to all who served on the Finance Committee this year and contributed their time and talent, 

from attending meetings to compiling and reviewing budgets and reports. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

  your Finance Committee: 

Randi Allfather, Kat Robinson Grieder, Nick Miller, 

Peter Richards, Nick Miller, William Schutt, 

Jim Sulzer, Jeffrey Thomson; 

 with Rev. Linda Simmons, 

Susan Richards (President), 

 and Paul Stewart (Treasurer).  
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South Church Preservation Fund (SCPF) 2019 Annual Report 

The SCPF had a productive 2019. We finalized the new lighting project after resolving some 

outstanding wiring issues. The project came in under the amount granted by the Community Preservation 

Committee (CPC) and we ‘returned’ the unused, $37,000 portion to the CPC. 

Given the condition of 

the meeting house exterior, 

the SCPF Board decided to 

move up the exterior 

painting/repair project from 

our planned 2021 date to 

2020. We made an 

application for the project to 

the CPC this past September 

and the CPC granted about 

half the requested amount 

for the entire building based 

on a quote using scaffolding. 

In order to eliminate the 

substantial $220,000 

scaffolding cost it was 

decided to pursue a quote 

from Valley Restoration, 

who uses steeplejacks rather 

than scaffolding. The quote 

from them appears to allow 

us to do the entire building, 

including regilding the gold 

dome this fall, assuming the 

CPC funding warrant article 

passes the 4/4/20 Town 

Meeting. The steeplejack 

quote will be discussed and a 

direction forward decided on 

in our 1/24/20 board 

meeting. 

We finished having the 

South side windows restored 

with all new sashes and 

installing the old style wavy 

glass panes where they had been replaced with standard glass, as needed, over the years. We anticipated 

submitting a grant application to the CPC for restoring the North side windows in 2020 but the above 

mentioned exterior painting project took priority. Consequently, the SCPF Board decided to do the North 

side windows in 2020 by using the SCPF’s own funds, and to that end the windows were recently 

removed and delivered to Heritage Restoration in Providence, RI. They will be completed and reinstalled 

in May of this year. The SCPF is planning a fund-raising effort for this year to replenish those funds.  
If anyone is interested in joining the SCPF Board, please contact Gary Langley. 

Gary Langley, President, South Church Preservation Fund 
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We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
covenant to affirm and promote: 

 

1. The inherent worth and dignity of every person 
2. Justice, equity and compassion in human relations. 
3. Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our 

congregation. 
4. A free and responsible search for truth and meaning. 
5. The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our 

congregation and in society at large. 
6. The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all. 
7. Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
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