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COMMON PATHWAYS
Chapters
by Rev. Linda Simmons

At the end of September, I was a Fellow at The Nantucket Project. One of the pre-
senters, Danielle Fong, entered her PhD program at Princeton at the age of 17. She 
is now co-founder and chief scientist at Lightsail Energy. As Fong filled the stage 
with ideas that filled the mouths of whispering angels promising us we can still 
save the climate if we think more carefully, open our minds, insist on doing what 
we can; we all leapt into the future with her, guardians of time, warriors of glaciers 
and dying species. 

The Nantucket Project was called Art (passion) + Commerce (reason) which they 
told us create human progress, fueled by storytelling. There were economists, 
journalists, high-ranking government officials, poet laureates, filmmakers and 
technological geniuses telling us their stories. I thought of us as people of faith on 
this island and wondered how we tell the story of being Unitarian Universalists, 
and how we live into that story, how it changes our lives, how it has the fuel to 
change the world. 

And here’s the thing about stories. Every single story, spoken loudly or with a 
whisper, changes the narrative. Every one of us contributes by offering our love 
and our defensiveness, our vision and our judgment, our hope and our despair. 
What we all say and think and how we act, write the script that holds us here, that 
makes life visible.

We have all the building blocks we need to create beloved community together. 
The best and the brightest at the Nantucket Project named them, and they are fa-
miliar to us in our principles and sources, as part of our covenanted engagement. 
As I let my gaze wander through the flaps of the White Elephant tent from time to 
time--there we would be, our gold gilded dome shimmering against the blue sky, 
promising me that I can be more, dream bigger, open my arms wider.

Come, be counted, tell your story, change…everything. Sketch your story on the 
walls of our faith that generations to come will mine in search of themselves.

The journey starts right here and now by just walking in the door. Come. We are 
waiting for you. This chapter belongs to all of us.

*Nantucket is full of common pathways, some known by many, others known only 
by a few.  Our Meeting House brings us together, traveling over many pathways, 
some common, some not, as we learn to walk with each other even when the ways 
are unfamiliar and unmarked.

JOIN US AT 10:45 A.M. 
EVERY SUNDAY

 Sunday, October 5
“Blessing of the Animals”

Rev. Linda Simmons
Front Steps of Church

Sunday, October 12
“Coming Home”

Rev. Linda Simmons
Historic Sanctuary

Sunday,  October 19
“Our Evolving Church”

Sunday Service 
Committee

Hendrix Hall

Sunday,  October 26
“Saved by Generosity”
Rev. Linda Simmons

Hendrix Hall

Families Welcome! 
Religious Education

for Children Every Sunday.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
by Jim Sulzer, Board of Trustees President

Home . . . a word with many connotations, depending on the context 
and our individual memories and life experiences.  For some of us, 
“home” might mean the place where we grew up—the town, the family, 
the network of friends. If we raised a family of our own, it might be the 
place where we brought up our children. It can also mean a place of rest 
and refuge after a day of work, or a place where we return after a trip. It 
might mean a neutral zone: a starting place for our journeys into new realms and greater insights. Our 
own understanding of “home”—such a complex yet fundamental concept—may vary sharply at different 
points in our lives.

For our purposes, and in particular for our October 12 service, “home” means our Meeting House and 
congregation—our place of worship as well as our community—our circle of friends and fellow con-
gregrants. I think of “home” as a nice way of describing our Sunday services, with elegant music, good 
friends, and inspiring sermons. We have designated the October 12 service as a “Homecoming”—an 
invitation to all our members to come home.

Nantucket has its own rhythm of life, and one of them, familiar to us all, is the chaotic activity of summer. 
For many of our congregation, summer is the time when we can find 24/7 work and build up a much-
needed nest egg for the winter. For others, it is a time when family floods the island in a ceaseless succes-
sion of visits—often wonderful, frequently tiring. As a result, some of us UUs cannot make it to the Meet-
ing House in the summer. We may be working on Sunday mornings, or taking care of family, or dealing 
with a rental property, or looking for a rental property . . . the tasks never seem to cease.

As a result, we tend to lose touch with some of our friends and associates in the summer. It’s not uncom-
mon to sit down with a friend in early June and not locate them again till late September. Some of our 
friends in the church seem to melt for a few months into the summer island ecosystem.

This October 12, we are reaching out to members who may have slipped out of radar range during the 
past few months. Our message is simple: Come home. Come home to our beautiful Meeting House, with 
its exquisite trompe l’oeil paintings and its subtle but strong light. Come home to your friends and fellow 
congregants. Come home to our wonderful new Minister, the Reverend Linda Simmons, and our beauti-
ful music. Come home to coffee hour and the chance to connect with others.

Families sometimes are forced by circumstances to live apart, but there’s nothing like a homecoming to 
make it all feel right again.

Contact: Jim Sulzer, sulzer@comcast.net

Just a Friendly Reminder...Remember to Pay Your Pledge for 2014 Before Year End!
Our New Pledge Campaign for 2015 Will Begin This Month and End in November to

Fund All the Important Work Being Done at the Meeting House.  

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”  - Winston Churchill
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RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 
NEWS
by Susan Richards, RE Committee Chair

Welcome to our new child care provider and teacher 
assistant Stefan Silverio!   Stefan is a sophomore at 
Nantucket High, has worked with children in camp 
and babysitting situations and brings alot of energy to 
our program!   Welcome Stefan!   

Our fall curriculum has begun!   Jen, Stefan, and the 
children recently composed a group letter to send to 
the RE children of our sister UU church in Transyl-
vania.  We are hoping to establish a “pen pal” type 
relationship with these children and share information 
with them about our church and island!    

With fall comes the beginning of our RE Pasta Family 
meals!  Our first dinner will be on Friday, Novem-
ber 14th in the Activities Room from 5:30-7 p.m. 
Thanksgiving trivia will be the theme!   As always, 
RE will provide the pasta, beverages and dessert.     A 
sign-up will be circulating later in October if you’d like 
to sign up to bring in a favorite sauce, a salad, or bread.   
All contributions are gratefully received!  

A couple of  requests:   
•We need to be sure all of our information on your 
children is up to date.  Please fill out a registration for 
your child.   Jen will be handing them out.  
•Snack volunteers are needed!   Could you bring in a 
simple snack of fruit/veggies/crackers/beverage for an 
RE class?    Please see Jen to sign up to bring in a snack.

Contact: Susan Richards, susanoncobble@gmail.com

2014 RE CALENDAR

OCTOBER
5th – Blessing of the Animals

12th- Children of the Chalice: This is 
Where We Worship

19th- Spirit Play
26th- Children of the Chalice: Our Church 

is a Place of Sights and Sounds

NOVEMBER
2nd – Old Soul’s Day (Christian)

9th – Veteran’s Day: Peace
14th - RE Pasta Family Meal

16th- Children of the Chalice: Our 
Church is Beautiful

23rd- Thanksgiving: Giving Thanks
30th- Stroll Tree: “You Light Up My Life”

DECEMBER
7th – Children of the Chalice: At Church We 

Use the Chalice as a Symbol
14th- St. Lucia Day: Winter is Like 

Night (Sweden)
21st- Hannukah/Christmas/Solstice

28th- New Year: New Beginnings

JOIN THE CHOIR!
 Rehearsal at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday!
Contact: dianetlehman@comcast.net
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Gary Langley leads the parade with our new banner.
Photo: Cris O’Reilly

GRASSROOTS NANTUCKET 
REPORT
by Gary Langley, Grassroots Nantucket Chair

With new plantings of potatoes, kale and carrots we 
hope to continue harvesting our community garden 
into November. In an effort to expand our Grass-
roots Nantucket (GN) community, Joanna Greenfield 
contacted Moor’s End Farm and they have agreed to 
the idea of providing The Food Pantry, on a weekly 
basis, any excess produce from their farm. We hope to 
expand this program next year. 

Our compost initiative still needs your help. If you 
are interested in including your household compost 
material toward this community effort, please contact 
Gary to obtain a compost bucket and instructions.  

We have a GN fund raiser scheduled for Oct. 4th 
from 3-5 as Peggy Turco, a Sustainable Nantucket 

naturalist, will lead a Wild Plant Walk, identifying 
edible and medicinal plants found on Nantucket. A 
$20 donation is welcomed.

On September 21st, we had a Climate March 
through our streets in solidarity with the NYC 
march and others around the world. At the end of 
the march, as in NYC, we had 2 minutes of silence 
followed by the ringing of our church bell. It was 
encouraging to see the young folks and children 
joining in.

Over the next month, GN will be deciding which 
issue(s) to put our attention toward. To that end 
Jack Weinhold will lead a discussion on the issues 
surrounding “Island Energy.” It is the first in a 
series of informational discussions and we welcome 
the congregation to join the discussion on Sunday, 
Nov. 2nd, at 12:30 - following coffee hour. 

Contact: gary@blinddogphoto.com

Climate March participants get ready to head down Main.
Photo: Gary Langley

 It’s time to start knitting again!

 Work on a shawl, bring one of your own projects or start something to sell as a 
 fundraiser for the Meeting House. We will meet on Thursday, October 9, at 7 p.m. at 
 Lora Stewart’s house at 61 Madaket Road. That night we’ll decide which other times 
 we’ll meet this month. Beginners welcome!

 Contact: Lora@PLPDD.com
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Nonviolent Communication
Workshop ~ Oct. 29 - Dec. 3
Rev. Linda Simmons invites you to participate in a 
Nonviolent Communication Workshop each Wednes-
day beginning Wed., Oct. 29  and ending Wed., Dec. 3 
from 4-5:30 p.m. in the Activities Room.  (No meeting 
on Wed., Nov. 26).

Nonviolent Communication (abbreviated NVC, also 
called Compassionate Communication or Collabora-
tive Communication) is a communication process 
developed by Marshall Rosenberg that focuses on 
three aspects of communication: self-empathy: deep 
and compassionate awareness of one’s own experience, 
empathy: listening to another with compassion, and 
honest self-expression based on feelings and needs.

You’re invited to experiment with this simple and radi-
cal way of self-expression. Rev. Simmons, workshop 
facilitator, has experience leading several NVC work-
shops at First Church Boston where people reported 
time and again that the process changed their lives.

Please purchase a copy of Non-Violent Communica-
tion, 2nd Edition, by Marshall Rosenburg and read the 
first chapter for class on Wed., October 29. 

To register, contact: revlindasimmons@gmail or 
508-689-6498

FALL SEASONAL SUPPER SET 
FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17
Save the date of Friday, October 17 for our fall season-
al supper.  Good food and conversation, and GREAT 
company!

We’re looking for hosts and guests for these small din-
ner parties in parishioners’ homes.The host provides 
the main course and coordinates contributions from 
the guests to complete the meal. 

Get together with some old friends and meet some 
new ones! To sign up as a host or guest, see Lora Stew-
art at Coffee Hour.  

Contact: Lora@PLPDD.com or 978-729-4026

A GIFT IDEA FROM THE 
SOUTH CHURCH 
PRESERVATION FUND
Buy your Christmas presents right here at 
the Meeting House.  Everyone on your list 
(and you)  should have a copy of the newly 
updated and expanded book,"The Unitar-
ian Meeting House/ Nantucket...a History" .  
Beautiful photographs, inspiring text, im-
pressive history.....just $20.  Make your check 
made out to SCPF.  Books are available after 
services each Sunday or by email to SCPF 
President Mary Beth Splaine at mb@nan-
tucket.net if you are off island this fall.

Pledge Campaign Kick-Off
Sunday, October 26
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SUNDAY SERVICES IN OCTOBER

Sunday, October 5 ~ 10:45 a.m.
“BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS”
Rev. Linda Simmons
Front Steps of Church Building 
Bring your furry, feathery, fishy, and slithery pets to the UU Meeting House on 11
Orange Street for a blessing by Rev. Simmons on Sunday at 10:45. This all-ages event is held outside 
on the church steps and sidewalk and features: a sing-along, poetry, and treats for all. We ask that all 
animals be leashed, bridled, kenneled, or caged for their safety. Outdoor seating is provided.  
In the event of heavy rain, the blessing will be cancelled and a worship service honoring the animals in our 
lives will be held in the Sanctuary. Please bring pictures or mementos of your animals in this case.  Call 
the parsonage at 508-680-6498 on Sunday morning if the weather is iffy to confirm whether or not the 
event is happening outdoors or indoors. 

Sunday, October 12 ~ 10:45 a.m. 
“COMING HOME”
Rev. Linda Simmons
Historic Sanctuary
The call of the busy summer is behind us now and our little island begins moving to the softer rhythms 
of autumn. Alas, we have time to come home to each other and our Meeting House. Join us this Sun-
day as we explore what makes a home and why we need one.

Sunday, October 19 ~ 10:45 a.m.
“OUR EVOLVING CHURCH”
Sunday Services Committee - Lay Led Service
Hendrix Hall
Four of our members share their perspectives on how our congregation and their 
own spiritual lives have evolved during their membership at the Nantucket Unitarian 
Universalist Meeting House and their hopes and dreams for our congregation’s future.  

Sunday, October 26 ~ 10:45 a.m. 
“SAVED BY GENEROSITY
Rev. Linda Simmons
Hendrix Hall
Why do we give to others; why do we reach out when another is in need? How can 
generosity offer us a new way of seeing /being in the world? This sermon will explore 
generosity as an act of holding on for dear life to all that we love.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided at no charge from 10:30 – noon. Children begin the morning with 
the congregation in the historic sanctuary then depart for circle time, a story or activity, and a snack as part of the 
cooperative Religious Exploration Program. Enjoy coffee and conversation following the programs in the Activities 
Room at 11:45. The Meeting House Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings at 9:30. Singers of all abilities are wel-
come.
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SOUTH CHURCH 
PRESERVATION FUND
SUBMITS CPC PROPOSAL
by Paul Stewart

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF 
THIS MONTH FOR 2015
by Craig Spery, Finance Committee Chair

Each fall we have the opportunity to shape the char-
acter, breadth and depth of our congregation for the 
coming year. It happens when we sign a pledge card 
indicating the annual commitment we are prepared to 
make.

Each member and friend’s annual gift commitment of 
financial support is combined to provide our Finance 
Committee with a total amount of income to cre-
ate next year’s budget.  Just as we determine our own 
household budgets based on our projected income, we 
do the same with our church.

Our total financial commitment as a congregation 
determines how extensive our music program can 
be, what our religious exploration program can be 
for both children and adults, and the extent of our 
community outreach, among other things. And, very 
importantly, our financial support funds our wonder-
ful full-time minister, Rev. Linda Simmons.  

As always, we realize that some members will be able 
to fund a larger percentage of our overall goal than 
others.  However, every member is expected to sup-
port the church at some level of participation in 2015.  
This is an obligation that each of us agreed to honor 
when we signed the membership book.

Take a moment to picture all that goes on in our 
congregation, our programs and ministry, and the 
enrichment you receive. When you think of the many 
benefits we gain both spiritually and mentally from 
our church community, it’s easy to prioritize an an-
nual financial commitment to the church over many 
of the other non-essential goods and services we buy 
every day.   

This has been a remarkable year in the history of our 
church with our successful transition to a new settled 
ministry.  We want to build upon that foundation and 
create even greater opportunity for growth in 2015.  
Thanks in advance for your generosity!

Contact: craigspery@aol.com

On September 12 the South Church Preservation 
Fund (SCPF) submitted a request to the Nantucket 
Community Preservation Committee (CPC) for a 
grant of $286,892 toward replacing the roofs of the 
Meeting House.

The life of the existing roof on the building is ap-
proaching its end after two decades of service. Even 
after being repaired several times, numerous tabs 
were flapping and breaking off in the high winds 
last year.  (See a short video of this at youtube.com, 
search “11 Orange 2013 Shingles”)

This project will strip the old roofing, repair the 
plank decking below, flash, and install a new wood-
shingled fire-resistant roof with a 40 year warranty. 
This new, historically correct roof will include a 
system of discreet safety-harness brackets permit-
ting, for the first time in 200 years, regular inspec-
tion and maintenance of the roof and gutters. Once 
reroofed, this signature Nantucket landmark
will appear as it did in 1830, and prior investments 
made by the CPC and the SCPF to restore the 
Meeting House will be secure for decades to come.

The CPC will review the request and decide wheth-
er to recommend it to Annual Town Meeting. An-
nual Town Meeting, which is on April 6, 2015, will
decide whether to fund the request.

If funded, we anticipate the actual work to be done 
between October 15 and December 15, 2015.
Scaffolding will be installed all around the church 
and up the steeple and the various sections of
the roof will be worked on.

A copy of the complete application as submitted is 
on display in the Activities Room, and PDF
copies may be requested from office@unitarian-
churchnantucket.org.

Contact: paul@plpdd.com
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