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COMMON PATHWAYS
The Journey
by Reverend Linda Simmons

I have been reading Enrique’s Journey for the One Island/One Book series. I had not 
known the ripping open of lives that happens along the immigration route from Central 
and South America to Texas. I had never considered how many children make this trek 
alone, longing for their mothers, longing to know if these beloved women who left them 
years ago so that they might be schooled, housed, fed and clothed, still love them.

There are some easy lessons here: we are so blessed, we have so much, we are so 
privileged as citizens of the first world, gratitude is an expression that matters. And then 
there are the lessons that sit just below immediate reckoning:  it is difficult to know what 
it takes to get from one place to another when all one sees is the outcome of a journey, 
humility is not easily won, empathy comes slow when not accompanied by understanding. 

Enrique’s Journey sits as unimaginable, unable to be digested: riding atop a train with 
risks of being robbed, raped, beaten, asphyxiated, burned by the sun, frozen by the cold, 
until crouching, finally, on one side of the Rio Grande, not able to swim, gangs and 
others ready to rob, cripple or kill you and steeling your courage, beyond all rationality, 
because to live without your mother, and the poverty and lack of sanitation, education, 
health care and opportunity you came from is no longer livable. 

When judgments come up in my head that lead me away from my humanity, humility, 
complicity and compassion, I remember what we say as we light the chalice each week: 
May this flame renew my commitment to justice, peace and compassion. 

Each of our lives is a flame, lighting some places, allowing the darkness to remain too 
long in others.

I close with the words of Rainer Maria Rilke. May they serve to open our hearts and 
minds when closed by solutions that come too quickly: “Be patient toward all that is 
unsolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves, like locked rooms and 
like books that are now written in a very foreign tongue. Do not now seek the answers, 
which cannot be given you because you would not be able to live them. And the point is, 
to live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps you will then gradually, without 
noticing it, live along some distant day into the answer.”

* Nantucket is full of common pathways, some known by many, others known only by a few. Our Meeting House 
brings us together, traveling over many pathways, some common, some not, as we learn to walk with each other even 
when the ways are unfamiliar and unmarked.  

Note: Gary and I will be away from February 6th until March 4th. We are going to South 
Carolina to a Franciscan Friary for a retreat. Please feel free to contact me with emergen-
cies. You will all travel with me in my heart.

JOIN US AT 10:45 A.M. 
EVERY SUNDAY

 Sunday, February 1
“Biology, Wisdom and 

Change “
Rev. Linda Simmons

Hendrix Hall

Sunday, February 8
“You Do the Hokey 

Pokey“
Rev. Richard Fewkes, Speaker

Hendrix Hall

Sunday, February 15
“Demographic Realities 

and the Strength of 
Families”

Dr.  Peter Morrison, Speaker
Hendrix Hall

Sunday,  February 22
“A Nantucket Perspective 

on Climate Change ”
John Merson, Speaker

Hendrix Hall

Families Welcome! 
Religious Education

for Children Every Sunday.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Leaders Among Us
by Susan Richards, Board of Trustees President

After our Annual Meeting on January 25th, we had a brief board of trustees meeting where a new slate of 
officers was elected and I became the new President. I am entering my 4th year on the board and it has 
been my pleasure to serve with three different presidents - each of whom brought a unique set of skills to 
the position. I’d like to acknowledge each of these three individuals. 

Bob Hall was president during my first year on the board... incredibly dedicated and hardworking... it 
seemed to me that he was always at the church - working on finances, folding newsletters, helping move 
some furniture in the activities room, etc. etc. - you could count on Bob being there to help out in what-
ever way he could. He took his role of president extremely seriously and was very helpful to a “newbie” 
like myself. 

Linda Spery took over after Bob. As president of the board, Linda brought a continual stream of new ideas 
to the table and wasn’t afraid to take on the challenge of fleshing out one or several of these ideas and 
making them work for the betterment of our congregation. A savvy, dynamic, and confident leader, Linda 
is a master of time management and multi-tasking and shares those skills with those of us who have been 
lucky enough to work with her. 

And finally this past year, came Jim Sulzer... a quiet and extremely thoughtful Board leader and a superb 
listener, Jim has the enviable ability to really hear someone speak their thoughts, perhaps a bit unclearly, 
and then he can reframe those words so that they become understandable to all. As the board president, 
Jim would often use this skill and always with great respect to the individuals involved. And while Jim’s 
demeanor is gentle and kind, if he feels strongly about an issue, he would never hesitate to speak his mind 
with eloquent determination. 

And now here I am... no longer a “newbie”, but new of course to this position of board president. I can re-
member many years ago as a young woman, when a talented colleague of mine left her position and I was 
asked to step into it... I said to my supervisor at the time: “I can’t do the job that my colleague did!” And 
my supervisor very wisely said to me “ You don’t have to do the job she did, we want you to do the job as 
you can do it”. 

And so, hopefully I have learned a bit from my predecessors about how to approach the job of board 
president - dedication, hardworking, innovative, confident, thoughtful, and respectful.... these are some of 
the qualities I’ll try to carry on.... and hopefully, I’ll bring a few of my own unique qualities to the task as 
well and be able to do the job as I can do it...... 

As another none too shabby leader once said (and this was featured on the back of a recent Sunday order 
of service program): 

“ I do the very best I know how - the very best I can, and I mean to keep on doing so until the end.” - 
Abraham Lincoln –
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One Book, One Island
Interfaith Council Panel
Discussion
Great Hall, Atheneum
Wed., February 4
7-8 p.m.
The Interfaith Council panel topic for One Book, One Is-
land is ‘Beyond Boundaries - Faith and Immigration,’ The 
moderator will be G. Thomas Ryan, Cape Cod Council of 
Churches. 

Panel members include our own Rev. Linda Simmons,  as 
well as Vanessa Rendeiro (4 Square Gospel representative 
and Portuguese translator) and Mian Scarlett (Jamaican 
community leader).

The event is free and open to the public.  Everyone is 
invited to attend this event and all others taking place as 
a part of One Book, One Island.  For more information, 
go to www.nantucketatheneum.org.  The book this year is 
Enrique’s Journey.  

Pre-St. Patrick’s Day 
Dinner 

Sunday, March 15 
6:30 p.m.

New board president Susan Richards accepts the church 
keys from outgoing president Jim Sulzer. 
(Photo by Gary Langley)

Home of Lora and Paul Stewart
61 Madaket Road.

Corned Beef and Cabbage and other Irish 
Specialties.

(Families with children are invited to an earlier 
dinner at 5 p.m.)

Children pay their age; adults, $20. 
Space limited. All tickets must be paid in 
advance.

Seasonal Suppers
by Lora Stewart

On Friday, January 23rd, there 
was another evening of great 
dinner parties! This time there 
were dinners at the homes of 
Val and Bob Hall and Barbara 
Elder and Jim Sulzer. The food was outstanding and 
the conversation lively. At the Hall’s we celebrated Rev. 
Linda Simmons’ birthday, complete with party hats.

These dinners are a great way to get to know some new 
people and catch up with some long-time 
friends. If you haven’t joined one of these parties yet, 
think about hosting or being a guest later this spring. 

Keep an eye out for the “Save the Date”.
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ANNUAL MEETING RECAP
by Paul Stewart

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation was held 
starting at noon on January 25th.. There were an esti-
mated 35 people in attendance.  President Jim Sulzer 
called the meeting to order and called on Steve Esta-
brooks, clerk, who determined that there was a quo-
rum (25 Members required).

Rev. Linda Simmons gave some opening words. Steve 
Estabrooks presented the minutes of last year’s Annual 
Meeting (in the Annual Report previously distributed 
to the congregation) and those minutes were accepted.
Jim called on Craig Spery, chair of the finance commit-
tee, for discussion of the proposed annual operating 
budget for 2015. Craig called on Paul Stewart, trea-
surer. 

Paul first presented and explained the list of the con-
gregation’s financial accounts and associated desig-
nated funds. That material is available on our website 
unitarianchurchnantucket.org/community/for-mem-
bers. The total of all our financial accounts increased 
by 2.7% in 2014.

Paul then presented and explained the proposed 2015 
operating budget (as was published in the January, 
2015 issue of the Weathervane), pointing out that 
it was a budget that properly balanced income and 
expenses for our congregation for this year. Jim called 
for a vote on the proposed budget and it was approved 
as proposed.

Jim called on Nancy Rappaport, representing the 
nominating committee, to present the slate of trustee 
candidates. Linda Spery and John Rivera have com-
pleted full terms and were not eligible for re-election. 
Joy Margolis has completed the term of Jack Weinhold. 
Lora Stewart completed the term of Brian Girard. 

The nominating committee presented a slate of Joy 
Margolis, Lora Stewart, Joanna Greenfield, and Cyn-
thia Csabay for full 3 year terms. That slate was adopt-
ed as presented.  Nancy then nominated Paul Stewart 
for his second 1 year term as treasurer and that nomi-
nation was accepted.

Nancy then presented a slate of Debbie Kahn and 
Pen Austin as new directors of the South Church 
Preservation Fund (SCPF). Mary Beth Splaine 
also noted that two directors’ terms were expiring 
and nominated David Barham and Gary Langley 
for reelection. That slate of four SCPF directors 
was approved, bringing that board up to its au-
thorized 11 directors.

Finally, Nancy presented a slate of Peter Richards, 
Haziel Jackson and Nancy Mack for the nominat-
ing committee for 2015. That slate was adopted as 
presented.

Jim then called on Craig, representing building 
and grounds, to discuss reroofing the parsonage. 
The rear portion of the roof requires replace-
ment. While we have designated some monies for 
that purpose in past years, Craig explained that 
additional monies will likely be necessary. As the 
parsonage and the roof structure are very old, it 
is unclear exactly how much will be needed. The 
proposal to “appropriate up to $10,000 of addi-
tional funding for the parsonage roof project” was 
approved.

Jim then called on Susan Richards to present and 
explain the updated congregational handbook. 
The handbook (available on the website at uni-
tarianchurchnantucket.org/about-us/congrega-
tional-handbook, be sure to get the 2015 version) 
is a collection of many documents relative to the 
operation of our congregation. The individual 
documents are the responsibility of various 
groups (the congregation, the board of trustees, 
religious exploration, etc.) but the handbook pulls 
them all together into one place. 

During discussion, a couple of minor changes 
were recommended. A motion to accept the 
handbook with the recommended changes was 
accepted after which the meeting was adjourned 
by unanimous vote.
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GRASSROOTS NANTUCKET
by Gary Langley

During our last Grassroots Nantucket meeting the 
discussion was centered around how do we increase 
our committee membership in order moveforward 
with the Green Sanctuary Program(GSP)?

The GSP is such a wonderful opportunity for con-
gregants and non congregants to become involved in 
and actually create community wide initiatives that 
will touch on things that matter here on the island as 
well as to our greater world community. We will be 
deciding on actions involving social justice, sustain-
able living and religious exploration, to name a few. 
To get this program off the ground it will take more 
energy and ideas than we can garner from the hand-
ful of current members.

We have some folks in mind to ask but we are look-
ing to you, dear congregation, to come to our next 
meeting and see if our ideas resonate. I would be 
happy to discuss, with anyone interested, our prog-
ress to date before our next meeting which is set for 
Sunday, March 8th, following coffee hour. Please join 
us, together we can make a difference in our lives and 
the lives of others.

JOIN THE SHAWL MINISTRY
by Lora Stewart

MEET THE CARING TEAM
by Lora Stewart

The Caring Team is intended to augment the pastoral 
care provided by Rev. Linda Simmons. One of the 
wonderful things about being a small congregation is 
that, when one of us needs a little boost, another of us 
can be there to help. 

The purpose of the Caring Team is to facilitate this 
help including: visits to parishioners who can’t get out 
(especially during the winter months), rides to ap-
pointments, emergency child care, meals and short 
term help around the house. 

This is the current Caring Team: Lora Stewart, Mary 
Beth Splaine and David Hall 

If you need a helping hand or know of someone who 
is in need, please let one of us know. If you would like 
to join the Caring Team, please be in touch with Lora 
Stewart, Lora@PLPDD.com. If you would like to be 
someone we can call on occasionally for help, please 
look for a (Once in a “Blue Moon” sign-up sheet on 
the door in the Activities Room.

The Shawl Ministry met three times in January with two to four knitters each time. A number of people are 
knitting on their own when they can’t attend a gathering. Lora will continue to offer knitting times when she 
is on-island through our e-mail list. All members are encouraged to offer their homes at times that are conve-
nient to them.

Participants of the group knit or crochet shawls with the intention of providing comfort to parishioners ex-
periencing a loss, illness or some other challenge in their life. We also look for opportunities to mark joyous 
occasions. They are intended as a reminder of the care felt by the whole congregation.

The group consists of both experienced and beginning knitters! Gatherings have been most Thursday nights 
in someone’s home and, in the future, we hope to add some other times for those who find evenings difficult. 
Information about meeting times and locations are distributed via email and we are always looking for new 
members of the group. If you are a beginner, there are experienced folks who will help you get started. Conver-
sation is always lively and we have a lot of fun chatting. If you’re not a knitter, cheerleaders are also welcome. 
If you would like to be put on the email list, please contact Lora Stewart at: Lora@PLPDD.com. If you think 
of someone who might benefit from receiving a shawl, contact Lora, Rev. Simmons or another member of the 
shawl ministry.
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SUNDAY SERVICES IN FEBRUARY

Sunday, February 1, 2015
“Biology, Wisdom and Change”
Rev. Linda Simmons ~ Hendrix Hall

The wisdom of our biology has much to teach us about our response to the world around us. This sermon will 
explore what we can learn from the worlds that live within us about engaging life with humility, courage and 
compassion and so step more fully into the call of the human spirit that presses us even onward.

Sunday, February 8, 2015
“You Do the Hokey Pokey”
Rev. Richard M. Fewkes, Guest Minister and Jim Sulzer, Lay Leader~ Hendrix Hall

Believe it or not the popular circle dance, known as the Hokey Pokey, has some important life lessons to teach 
us. To find out what those lessons might be, come hear UU minister Rev. Richard Fewkes’ sermonic reflec-
tions on the topic.  

Sunday, February 15, 2015
“Demographic Realities and the Strength of Families”
Dr. Peter Morrison, Guest Speaker and Linda Spery, Lay Leader ~ Hendrix Hall

Join us to hear Dr. Peter Morrison, Nantucket resident and former RAND Corporation researcher, as he 
explores challenges facing American families and what lies ahead as we as a nation strive to adopt policies to 
address these issues.  

Sunday, February 22, 2015
“A Nantucket Perspective on Climate Change”
John Merson, Guest Speaker and Kat Robinson Grieder, Lay Leader~ Hendrix Hall

John Merson discusses the way Nantucketers have historically addressed rising sea levels and other climate 
change impacts. Since the island owes its creation to climate change, it makes sense to build on our long his-
tory of responding to changes in the way the ocean affects life on Nantucket.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided at no charge from 10:30 – noon. Children begin the morning 
with the congregation in Hendrix Hall then depart for circle time, a story or activity, and a snack as part of the 
cooperative Religious Exploration Program. Enjoy coffee and conversation following the programs in the Activi-
ties Room at 11:45. The Meeting House Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings at 9:30. Singers of all abilities are 
welcome.
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RE UPDATE
by Susan Richards

After a busy holiday season what better way to start 
off the new year than with some reminders and an-
nouncements of upcoming events?

-RE Childcare Assistant Position: We are looking 
for a mature (over 18 years) and reliable caregiver to 
work with our youngest group of children and as-
sist our Lead Teacher, Jen as needed. This would be a 
1&1/2 hour per week (every Sunday) position at $15/
hour. Do you know of someone who enjoys children 
and might be interested? Please contact Rev. Linda 
Simmons. 

-RE snacks - Please see Jen to sign up to bring in a 
simple snack for the children on an upcoming Sun-
day. We are encouraging healthy snacks - veggies, 
fruit, cheese, crackers - all would be good choices.... 
Thank you! 

-Do you have a special talent, skill, or interest that 
you’d like to share with the children in a Sunday RE 
class? Just let Jen know.  We’d love to have you join 
our class for a few minutes to share with the children! 
We’ve had a wide range of topics shared with our RE 
children in the past - from scallops to planets to story 
readers to pastry creations and more.  We welcome 
all visitors to our class! 

- Upcoming Community Spaghetti Dinners on 
Friday, February 13th and Friday, March 13th from 
5:30-7:00 p.m. LOVE will be the theme in February 
of course and “All Things Green” will be featured at 
our March dinner. Hope you can make it! 

- Community Seder coming in April! Date to be an-
nounced soon! 

-Postponement - Parent’s Night-Out originally sched-
uled for January 30th has been postponed so that we 
can be sure to accommodate as many families as pos-
sible. We’ll be contacting you to find the best date! 

-Reminder to parents: On Sundays,  please check in 
with your children and Jen as soon as you come into 
the Activities Room after the service is over. 

Stefan Silverio and “Teens for Jeans”
(Photo by Gary Langley)

JEANS COLLECTION 
UNDERWAY UNTIL FEB. 12
This year Stefan Silverio is conducting a blue jeans 
drive for the second year in a row. “Teens for Jeans” 
is a national jeans drive in which communities 
collect donated jeans and then distribute them to 
nearby homeless shelters. 

Last year he collected over 450 jeans in 18 days at 
Nantucket High School.  In an attempt to surpass 
that number this year, he is looking to expand the 
size and scope of the drive. Stefan has placed col-
lection boxes at Cyrus Peirce Middle School and in 
Hendrix Hall, as well as the high school.  

So bring your jeans with you next Sunday to sup-
port Stefan’s project.  The drive takes place through 
February 12th. All the jeans that he collects will be 
distributed to shelters on Cape Cod and the sur-
rounding areas.  
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