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COMMON PATHWAYS *

By Reverend Linda Simmons
The In Between Places

I had the great pleasure of volunteering at The Nantucket Project this year. People at the lead-
ing edge of their fields in medicine, technology, biology, ecology, art, film, music, and econom-
ics met to tell us about their work, dreams, goals and challenges.

Rosanne Somerson, President of Rhode Island School of Design, told us that innovation sleeps
in the places where two different environments, beliefs, cultures meet. In this crucible, we are
all tasked to awaken innovation from its sleep and cast it anew, in the shapes, colors, textures,
designs, and words that reflect and sculpt our location and times.

And then Julie Tamor, an acclaimed director of theater, opera and film, came on stage and told
us that what keeps her alive, creating, singing herself awake, is the visceral, the places where
we get dirty, where we live out loud.

Before and after these talks, we could go into another tent and put on virtual reality goggles.
One of the virtual reality experiences, Waves of Grace, follows Ebola survivor Decontee Davis
around West Point, a slum in the Liberian capital of Monrovia, home to 75,000, and a flash point
for the 2014 Ebola outbreak.

After putting on the goggles on, | was able to turn 360 degrees and experience total immersion
in Liberia. | followed Decontee Davis as she roamed the streets, looking down at the ground and
expecting to see my feet. Her prayer that God give the people strength and hope narrated the
journey. Davis, now immune to Ebola as a survivor, went to makeshift hospital tents where she
spent time with those infected with Ebola. She went to the graveyards where workers in Haz-
mat suits were placing bodies in graves. She went to schools just beginning to fill with young
people again. She walked through to markets and to the sea. | went with her, walking so close
my hand reached out to take hers. The devastation, poverty, illness and fear were palpable as
was the love, joy, and hope. | was in Liberia for 12 minutes.

| experienced what Rosanne Somerson calls the place between two realities. | was under the
tent of the White Elephant where The Nantucket Project takes place, surrounded by wealth, the
ocean and sun, and | was walking Liberia streets. | knew then that Julie Tamor is right. It is in the
visceral experiences where life gathers within us and urges us out into the world.

The tears streaming down my face after this experience mirrored those falling on the faces of
the economists attending The World Economic Forum in Geneva. The World Economic Forum,
headquartered is an International Institution to shape the global, regional, national and industry
agendas. At their last meeting, economists from all over the world viewed a VRSE virtual reality
that takes place in Syria, following the story of Sidra, a young Syrian girl living in a refugee
camp in Jordan.

May our lives lead us often to the in between places where compassion, creativity, and the story
of all that has been and might yet be calls to compassion, witness, action and love.

*Nantucket is full of common pathways, some known by many, others known only by a few. Our Meeting House brings us together,
traveling over many pathways, some common, some not, as we learn to walk with each other even when the ways are unfamiliar and un-
marked.

JOIN US AT 10:45 A.M.
EVERY SUNDAY

Sunday, Oct. 6
“Blessings of the
Animals”

Rev. Linda Simmons
Outside on the steps
of the Sanctuary

Sunday, Oct. 11
“The Pope, Creativity
and Faith”

Rev. Linda Simmons
Historic Sanctuary

Sunday, Oct. 18
“Utrum sit Deus?”
(Is There a God?)
Rev. Jan Knost, Guest
Speaker
Historic Sanctuary

Sunday, Oct. 25
“The Freedom to
Give”

Rev. Linda Simmons
Historic Sanctuary

Families Welcome!
Religious Education
for Children Every
Sunday




PRESIDENT’'S REPORT
A Blessing For Us All
by Susan Richards, Board of Trustees President

I am reminded as | have watched with great interest Pope
Francis's progress on his USA trip, how true spirituality can
have a positive impact no matter what religion it comes
from. When the Pope comes up in conversation with any of
my friends (who come from an assortment of religious back-
grounds), there is unanimous admiration for this good and
humble man who is noted for his concern for the poor and
his commitment to interfaith dialogue. And for me as an
animal advocate, of special significance is the fact that he
chose his papal name of Francis in honor of Saint Francis of
Assisi, the patron saint of animals and the environment.

Speaking of Saint Francis of Assisi, one of my favorite UU
services traditionally occurs at this time of year... The Bless-
ing of the Animals---which we celebrate in honor of the
Catholic Feast Day of Saint Francis.... This year our UU Ani-
mal Blessing occurs on the actual Feast Day-- October 4th.
When | did a little bit of research on Saint Francis | read that -
"He called all creatures his "brothers" and "sisters" and even
preached to the birds". Inspired by the strength of his be-
liefs, institutions of many religions choose to honor the ani-
mals in their lives... including of course, our own UU congre-
gation.

And so, when Rev Linda walks from animal to animal on Oc-
tober 4th sharing a special moment with each furry, feath-
ered or scaly creature who has accompanied us to the out-
door service in front of the Meeting House, we realize that
the blessing she gives to each animal reflects back to us,
their human companions. As both Pope Francis and Saint
Francis would agree... we all share this planet as fellow be-
ings.

Docenting Review : Summer of 2015
By Peter Richards

Our docent season is over so it's time for a brief review. This
year's docent team included Craig and Linda Spery, Trish Jar-
rell, Jack Weinhold, Libby Oldham, Gary Langley, Karin Gock-
el, Lora and Paul Stewart, Grace Noyes and Susan and Peter
Richards. During July we saw 733 visitors with another 470 in
August, for a total of 1203. They came from all over the U.S.
and from at least 24 countries worldwide. We filled three
shifts from 120am to 4pm on weekdays and from 10 to 1pm on
Saturdays.

Docenting in the sanctuary gives one such a good feeling. We
know that we have a true national treasure right here with our
meeting house. Seeing the look of amazement in visitors’
faces is a real kick when we point out the trompe I'oeil pain-
tings. Other highlights include the Goodrich organ and the
Portuguese bell with it’s 200th birthday celebration coming
up in December.

We look forward to next summer when we hope to attract
more members to our docent team. We're sure you'll find it's
the docent thing to do!

October Cal enda

Thursday, October 1, 7 p.m.

Mark Bernstein YouTube presentation regarding
motivating members and growing leaders
Activities Room

Friday, October 2, 5 p.m.—6:30 p.m.
Spanish Language Class—s$10 per class
Parsonage, 10 Fair Street

Wednesday, October 7, 6 p.m.—g p.m.
Chef's Choice, Nantucket Food Pantry Dinner
Nantucket Yacht Club, 1 South Beach Street

Saturday, October 10, 10 a.m.—12 p.m.
Organ Crawl (Meeting House approximately 11a.m.)
Sanctuary

Friday, October 17, 5 p.m.—6:30 p.m.
Spanish Language Class—s$10 per class
Parsonage, 10 Fair Street

Saturday, October 24, 1 p.m.—3 p.m.
Safe Driving Bill Workshop
Hendrix Hall

Sunday, October 25, 2 p.m—4 p.m.
Memorial Service for Marta Allen
Sanctuary

Monday, October 26, 6 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
Nonviolent Communication Part Il Workshop
Activities Room

See You At The Me
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We raised $700: $350 for our partner church in Ko-
lozs, Romania where Rev. David Gyero is the minis-
ter, and $350 for Unitarian Churches in Hungary
who are clothing and feeding migrant children
crossing over their borders.
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Joseph Olson

| have lived on Nantucket year round since 2012,
moving here after over 17 years in New York City.
My partner, Clay Twombly, introduced me to the
Meeting House this past winter. Clay has been an
active member for some time, and persuaded me
to start coming as | began to take on more complex
challenges in both my personal and professional
lives. IQe been coming almost every Sunday since,
and became an official member of the church in Ju-
ly. | feel as though IQe finally discovered a spiritual
peace in myself through an experience at the
Meeting House; | look forward to coming every
week to be part of a loving, welcoming group of pa-
rishioners as well as for the inspirational spirit of
Rev. Simmons. | now look at Sunday mornings as
my opportunity to step back, take a breath, be pre-
sent and reflect. It has been a change IQe been
searching for and have sorely needed.

South Church Preservation Fund
By Craig Spery, Chairperson

South Church Preservation
Fund (SCPF) announces the start
of the roof shingling and tower
painting of the historic Meeting
_ House. Starting Monday, October
B 5, work will commence on the ex-
terior of the Meeting House
B starting with the placement of
8 scaffolding around the entire
Meeting House. Once in place the
8 roofing and painting crews will
begin their work. The upper half
of the tower will be painted to
match the lower half, which was painted last year. All
the roof surfaces will be stripped and prepared for the
installation of historically accurate, flame retardant red
cedar shingles.

Please note that access will be available through the
Hendrix Hall front door and the entry door at the rear of
the building. We ask people to exhibit caution accessing
the building while the work is underway, which should
take about one month depending on weather condi-
tions. It will be completed in time to celebrate the 200th
anniversary of the first ringing of the Portuguese bell this
December 18th.

Please visit the new SCPF Facebook page and give it a
dike€ and tell a friend about it! (www.facebook.com/
NantucketTownClock).
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The 7th Principle Project/Green Sanctuary is moving
forward as the congregation completed its voting on
which of the proposed projects to embrace. We asked
each of you to vote on the top 4 long term launch and
the 4 short term launch projects and the results are in:

Long Term Launch Projects -
1. Green Building/Recycling

2. Protection of Beaches/Erosion
3. Immigration

4. Year Round Bus

Short Term Launch Projects -
1. Food Rescue

2. Voter Registration

3. Plastic Bottle Reduction

4. Support Bike Path Initiative

We will now be focusing on the #1 project in both cat-
egories and a meeting has been scheduled for Sunday,
Nov. 1st, following service, to discern how to begin
with Green Building/Recycling and Food Rescue.

We are excited about discussing what these projects
mean to the individual, the congregation, and the island
community and what steps are needed to make them a
reality.

We would like to see as many folks as possible partici-
pate in the discussion as this is an excellent opportunity
to come together as a congregation and work toward a
common goal. There is room for everyone in these pro-

jects. We all have unique gifts to give.

Pl emaek your. cal elnda

Religious Exploration - a New Beginning
By Susan Richards - RE Committee Chairperson

After a summer of low key RE classes (walks, art pro-
jects, reading stories), our more formal RE curriculum
begins again in September! Below are the classes that
our RE teacher Jen Dunbar has created for an exciting
October/early November:

October 4 - Blessing of the Animals - Bring your animal
companion to the Meeting House to be blessed by Rev Linda
October 11 - "We believe in an open mind, helping
hands, and a loving heart" - We will share how we are able
to do these things and spread kindness to others.

October 18 - UNICEF Day: We will learn what the organiza-
tion does and how we can participate in their mission.
October 25 - Sukkot: Celebrate the Harvest. From the
Jewish tradition we will make a lulav - "w S c2A O0S Ay
UKS adzyz |yR UKS asltazy 2%
November 1 - All Soul's Day: We will remember our loved
ones who have gone before us. We will create a memory
board in their honor®
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Sermons f or October

On the first Sunday of every month, Rev. Linda will remain in the Sanctuary after service to give an overview of what it means to
become a member of the UU Meeting House and to answer questions. Please join us for this informative and low-key discussion.

October 4: “Blessings of the Animals” - Rev. Linda Simmons

Join us outside the main doors of the Sanctuary, weather permitting, for our annual Blessings of the Ani-
mals service. The offering will be donated to Nantucket Safe Harbor for Animals. Bring all your furry
friends and join us for this service honoring our interconnection with all beings. In case of inclement
weather bring a picture instead as the service will be held in the Sanctuary.

October 11: “The Pope, Creativity and Faith” - Rev. Linda Simmons

Pope Francis is calling us all out of our safe places and rocking the world as he does. What might his call
mean to those of us who are atheist, humanist or agnostic? How can the Pope’s message lead us all into
creative action, from wherever we stand?

October 18:“*Utrum sit Deus?” (Is There a God?) - Rev. Jan Knost, Guest Speaker

If one were to ask what St. Thomas Aquinas and Dr. Harlow Shapley had in common, the answer would be
that they both addressed "The Perennial Question” throughout their lives. One took the theological ap-
proach; the other, the scientific. This sermon will take its hearers on a wandering odyssey in consideration
of this question from the standpoint of a modern Unitarian Universalist.

Rev. Jan Knost lives with his wife Lorna in Charlestown. He has been a settled minister in Massachusetts,
New Mexico and Florida and currently serves as the interim minister for the UU Congregation of South
County, Rhode Island.

October 25: “The Freedom to Give” - Rev. Linda Simmons

This Sunday kicks off our pledge campaign, which can be trying for those of us who ask and those of us
who give. What would happen if we gave without being asked, if giving were understood as that which al-
lows us to go on whole in life? How has the freedom to define generosity shaped us as Unitarian Universal-
ists?

2SSy (GKS YSY0OSNI O2y3aNB3Ileazya 2F GKS ! YAGIENRLIY 'y
g ¢KS AYKSNBY(l ¢2NIK yYyR RAIyAGE 2F SOSNE LISNE?2
g Wdzaoa OS> SljdzaGe FyR O2YLI aaA2y Ay KdzYky NBfl a2
g 1 O0OSLIilIy0OS 2F 2yS y2GKSNJ IyR SyO02dzN» 3SYSyd
g !I' FNBS YR NBalLRyaArofS aSkNOK F2NJ iNHziK | yR Y
g ¢KS NRAIKG 2F O02yaoOASyOS IyR (4KS dzaS 2F G(KS RS
g ¢KS 3JF2F+f 2F g2NI R O2YYdzyAde 6AGK LISFOST f Ao SN
g wSalLlSold FT2NJ GKS AYyiSNRSLISYyRSyid 6So6 2F Ittt SEA

W E O,

s N~

Second Congregational Society

Unitarian Universalist
11 Orange Street - P. O. Box 1023
Nantucket, MA 02554
(508) 228-5466 (Office)
www.unitarianchurchnantucket.org
office@unitarianchurchnantucket.org

Church Staff
Rev. Linda Simmons, Minister ~ Edward B. Anderson, Minister Emeritus
Diane T. Lehman, Music Director ~ Lucretia Voigt, Office Manager ~ Jen Dunbar, Lead RE Teacher
Ed Sullivan, Sexton ~ Chuck Gieg, Bookkeeper

Board of Trustees
Susan Richards (President), Jan Ellsworth (Vice President), Paul Stewart (Treasurer), Steve Estabrooks (Clerk)
Cynthia Csabay, Joanna Greenfield, Joy Margolis, Jim Sulzer, Lora Stewart

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - noon
Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday, 10 a.m.— noon and by appointment
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